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Institutional Incentives Inducing Pro-environmental Behavior .

Micro-Evidence from China’s Targeted Poverty Alleviation Policy
HONG Yan-zhen, WANG Fei-lan, LUO Bi-liang
(1. School of Economics and Management, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002, China;
2. School of International Business and Economics,Fujian Business University, Fuzhou 350012, China;

3. National School of Agricultural Institution and Development, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)
Abstract ; During the period of consolidating poverty alleviation achievements and the stage of comprehensive
rural revitalization, understanding how institutional incentives induce stable pro-environmental behaviors among
farmers has become a critial issue for the deep integration of ecological civilization and rural revitalization. Based
on institutional economics and behavioral context theory, this study constructs an analytical framework of "
institutional context—incentive mechanisms—behavioral response". Ultilizing the quasi-natural experiment
provided by China’s targeted poverty alleviation policy and data from the 2020 China Rural Revitalization Survey
(CRRS) to empirically examine the differentiated effects of the institutional incentives on three types of pro-
environmental behavior: green production, green living, and environmental governance participation. The study
focuses on the heterogeneity of institutional incentives transmission mechanisms. The findings are as follows:
(1) The institutional incentives significantly induce green production and green living behaviors but has no
significant effect on participation in environmental governance, revealing clear heterogeneity in incentive effects;
(2) Development confidence, governance identity, and social trust act as mediating mechanisms for green
production and living behaviors, but these mechanisms show no significant impact on environmental governance
participation behaviors; (3) The institutional incentives present significant group heterogeneity. Farmers with
higher education levels, religious beliefs, natural disaster experiences, better household network conditions, and
stronger ecological industrial foundations show more significant responses on green production and green living
behaviors. This study provides new empirical evidence for understanding the behavioral effects of institutional
incentives and offer theoretical and policy insights for the coordinated advancement of consolidating poverty
alleviation achievements and rural green transformation.

Key words: institutional incentives; pro-environmental behavior; targeted poverty alleviation policy;

effect differentiation





