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Domestic Normative Construction of the Carbon Offsetting
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Abstract: The establishment of the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation
(CORSIA) embodies an institutional endeavor to address the aviation sector’ s emission-reduction
dilemma through a unified global framework. By requiring international air operators to offset
incremental emissions via the purchase of eligible carbon credits, CORSIA represents both a logical
extension of global climate governance and a functional exercise of the regulatory authority vested in the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ), accompanied by a structural reconfiguration of
international responsibility. Despite its rational foundation, the mechanism exhibits substantive
deficiencies in equitable burden-sharing, normative effectiveness, and operational safeguards, thereby
creating an inescapable field of regulatory pressure for developing countries. Situated at a critical
juncture where China’ s civil aviation industry is simultaneously accelerating its expansion and
confronting tightening mitigation constraints, the country has maintained a proactive posture toward
advancing green aviation development. As the mandatory phase of CORSIA approaches, China should
respond through a three-dimensional logic of embedding, shaping, and transforming. At the level of
top-level design, authorizing provisions should be incorporated into the Ecological and Environmental
Code to establish a legal basis for institutional alignment; at the level of supporting rules, China may,
by relying on the carbon emission trading system, advance both the green development of its civil
aviation sector and preparedness for compliance with CORSIA. Only in this way can China, through the
interaction between international coordination and domestic governance, construct a normative
framework for international aviation carbon reduction that combines jurisprudential legitimacy with
institutional resilience.
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