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The Standardized Construction of Emergency Responsibilities

for Urban Residents Committees
ZHANG Si-yi', ZHU Fu-hui?
(1. School of Marxism, Northwest Minzu University; Lanzhou, Gansu 730030

2. School of Discipline Inspection and Supervision, Shandong University; Weihai, Shandong 264200)

Abstract: In modern risk societies, cities which are densely populated areas with concentrated social
activities, face heightened risks and potential for emergencies. As the nerve endings of the grassroots
governance system, residents’ committees should assume foundational responsibilities in emergency
processes. Recent urban emergency practices have spurred the development of emergency governance
functions within residents’ committees. However, traditional models suffer from issues such as excessive
delegation of administrative emergency powers, lack of empowerment for social emergency
responsibilities, and undue restrictions on residents’ legitimate rights and interests. In 2025, the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress amended the Organic Law of Urban Residents’
Committees, confirming the emergency responsibilities of residents” committees. Residents’ committees’
emergency responsibilities should be standardized according to the underlying logic of limiting power —
— empowering responsibility — — protecting right. The Residents” Committee should perform three
types of responsibilities, namely assisting emergency., mutual emergency and self-help emergency,
respectively. These duties correspond respectively to administrative logic, consultative logic, and
guiding logic, thereby fully safeguarding community safety, democracy, and freedom. However, when
fulfilling emergency responsibilities in the future, residents’ committees must continue to dynamically
balance the following aspects: the integration of legal uniformity with grassroots innovation, the
application of technological empowerment with the preservation of values, and the maintenance of order
with the protection of rights.

Key words: grassroots governance; residents committees; emergency duties; organizational law





