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Transcending Western-Centrism .

The Unique World View of Chinese Modernization
TANG Ai-jun, LIU Zhi-cong

(1. Party School of the Central Committee of C. P. C/National Academy of Governance,

School of Marxism, Beijing 100091; 2. Nankai University, School of Marxism, Tianjin 300350)

Abstract: The formation of world history has spurred transformations in worldviews, aiming to address
new issues arising under the conditions of world history. The Western-centric worldview, based on the
leading position of Western countries in modernization, advocates for the abstract universality and
historical finality of the Western modernization path and its values. It interprets international
interactions through a binary logic that excludes the “other”, thereby providing justification for Western
countries to unilaterally dominate the world order. In the face of profound changes unseen in a century
and new trends such as the “rise of the East and decline of the West”, the limitations of the Western-
centric worldview have become increasingly evident. As a new model of modernization, Chinese
modernization respects the autonomous right of late-developing nations to explore modernization paths
suited to their actual conditions. It emphasizes the fundamental unity of human interests from a holistic
perspective and promotes the improvement of the international order toward greater fairness and
rationality through an anti-hegemony philosophy. This approach articulates a self-assertion that
transcends the inherent logic of the Western-centric worldview, contributing the Chinese approach to
building a better world.

Key words: worldview; Western-centrism; Chinese modernization





