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Chronological Research on Aging Issues in China
DU Peng, MA Qi-feng
(School of Population and Health, Renmin University of China/Research Center for

Population and Development, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: With the exponential growth of research and policy documents related to aging in China, it is
urgent to trace the development trajectory of aging studies, in the context of deepening of population
aging and the implementation of the national strategy to actively respond to this demographic shift.
Marked by the Third National Population Census and the First World Assembly on Ageing, the year
1982 was regarded as the starting point of systematic aging research in China. Since then, China’s ageing
research has gone through the exploration and starting stage featuring " from population studies to
gerontology" (1982—1999), the expansion and upgrading stage with aging issues entering the public’s
perspective" (2000 — 2011), the deepening development stage of "interdisciplinary and localization
integration" (2012 —2019), and the overall prosperity stage of "national strategy and independent
knowledge system" (2020 to now). Overall, over the past forty years, the research on aging in China
has shown a series of distinct characteristics, including a continuous increase in publication volume and a
diversification of disciplinary perspectives, an expanding global perspectives and efforts to explore aging
pathways suited to China’s unique context, a close interplay between policy and academic research, a
wave-like yet upward development pattern and a growing emphasis on disciplines and talent cultivation.
Key words: actively responding to population aging; aging issues; policy evolution; discipline

construction; chronological research



