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Teaching with Joy: The Function Value Theory of Literature and

Art in the Revolutionary Base Area
SONG Jian-hua

(College of Humanities, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510632)

Abstract: The cultural arts in the revolutionary base areas during the Land Revolutionary War period
were not merely an art form that enlivened the cultural life of the military and civilian population in the
base areas. Rather, they served as critical tools for spreading proletarian revolutionary ideas, and
assumed three major missions aimed at leading China’s revolution towards victory: First, through
revolutionary enlightenment, they awakened the class consciousness of the military and civilian
population in the base areas, advocating the political program of " expropriating the rich and
redistributing land" to resolve land inequality in China once and for all. The goal was to establish a
democratic country where the people were in charge. Second, through war mobilization, they helped the
vast majority of farmers truly understand the great significance of the land revolutionary war and made
clear that defending the Soviet revolutionary regime was equivalent to defending the gains of the
impoverished farmers, thereby fully arousing their enthusiasm to participate in the revolutionary war.
Third, through united front efforts, they undermined the morale of the inner Kuomintang troops and
united all patriotic forces to establish the Anti-Japanese United Front, thereby devoting all their efforts
to protecting the beautiful homeland of the Chinese nation. The three functional values of the cultural
arts in the revolutionary base areas have become a glorious tradition of red cultural arts in China’s
modern revolutionary history.

Key words: cultural arts in the revolutionary base areas; revolutionary enlightenment; war mobilization;

united front efforts; functional value



