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"Ability Psychology" in the Design of American Political System .

A Metaphorical Perspective on Federalists Essays
REN Yu-hai

(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023)

Abstract; As an integral component of the Scottish Enlightenment learning, faculty psychology was
developed especially by Thomas Reid into a systematic theory concerning faculties of human mind and
behavioral principles. During the founding of the United States, faculty psychology was extensively
diffused and became an intellectual resource widely known in North America. By drawing on theories of
faculty psychology, framers of the American Constitution emphasized the priority of reasoning in the
construction of government and its decision-making mechanism. The Federalist Papers, ranked among
the classics for the founding of the United States and the formation of the US Constitution, has also
been celebrated as a representative work of political science composed during the Enlightenment, in
which an analogy can be found between the faculties of human mind and the governance of a state. An
examination as regards the corresponding association of classified faculties with governmental functions,
faculty principles with state governance, faculty differentiation with elite politics is indicative of the fact
that faculty psychology provided indispensable insights for cognition of human nature taken as the
rationale for the polity design of the United States and hence became one of the ideological sources of
American constitutionalism.

Key words: polity design of the USA; faculty psychology; governmental function; elite politics; The
Federalist Papers



