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Links Between Confucian Classics and Historiography .

Zhu Xi’s Thoughts on Spring and Autumn Annals with the Focus on The Commentary of Zuo
WANG Xin-yu

(School of Public Management, Nanjing Normal University. Nanjing 210023)

Abstract; Zhu Xi’s concept on Confucian classics and historiography is an important part of his
philosophy. His understandings of the relations between Confucian classics and historiography are: "
classics before historiography" and "links between Confucian classics and historiography", which were
based on his ultimate proposition of "Right Principle". He attached importance to the functions and
values of historiography on the basis of Confucian classics. The construction of Zhu Xi’s learnings
consists of Confucian classics and historiography that both belong to the structure of Confucius "Right
Principle". Zhu Xi's thoughts on Spring and Autumn Annals precisely reflect on the features above. Zhu
Xi admitted the historiographical values of The Commentary of Zuo, while criticized its mistakes for
lacking Confucius "Right Principle". This idea can comply with the standpoint that Spring and Autumn
Annals is a book of Confucian classics, and also set up a high standard for historiography at the same
time. Zhu Xis idea on the links between Confucian classics and historiography is perfectly shown.

Key words: Zhu Xi; Confucian classics and historiography; Right Principle; Spring and Autumn

Annals; The Commentary of Zuo



