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Zen Color of Mindology Aesthetics and Its Transmutation
WU Shu-bo

(College of Marxism, Central South University of Forestry and Technology, Changsha 410004)

Abstract;: Lu-Wang's mindology brought the external noumenon preset by the former Neo-confucianists
back to the inner mind, and looking up to the Zen school intentionally or not, it broke the distinction
between “the mind of the Way”, which is transcendental, and “the mind of man”, which is realistic,
and therefore it is closer to aesthetics, especially the life aesthetics of Zen school. But in the later
periods, due to the increasing influence by Zen, mindology aesthetics became increasingly naturalistic.
To some post-Wang scholars, the original solid and steady mind-cultivating self-efforts quietly became
unnecessary and were replaced by the Hongzhou Zen method of following the nature, and as they went
further and further, finally the traditional Confucian moral aesthetic realm was transformed into the
non-moral aesthetic realm based on the theory of natural human nature.

Key words: mindology aesthetics; Zen; noumenon; self-efforts; realm



