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Textual Research on Poetesses in Qing Danasty :

Focusing on Wu Qi, Gu Jifan and Maes, Ma Shijun’ sister
ZHU Ze-jie

(College of Media and International Culture, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310058)

Abstract; There are many problems about the female poets in Qing dynasty, which are not clear and even
have various mistakes. Different records about the birth year of Maes, sister of Ma Shijun in Liyang,
Jiangsu province, exist in the works of her two younger brothers. Wu Qi of Suzhou, one of the “Eight
Poetesses”, was referred to as “daughter of Wu Kanghou (Marquis Wu Kang’s daughter)” in many
works. But Wu Qi’s father was Wu Jinging., and the so-called “Kanghou” is his secondary name.
Moreover, there was more than one contemporary named Wu Kanghou. Therefore, calling Wu Qi
“daughter of Wu Kanghou” would cause more confusion. Gu Jifan of Tongxiang Zhejiang province, has
always handed down only sporadic works. However, later readers mistakenly believe that she has had a
special “poetry collection” according to the brief preface of “Gu Lie Nv Poem” by Xu Jun. Other related
issues are numerous. It is necessary for all these to be surveyed for the reference of relevant readers.

Key words: Qing poem; poetesses; Maes (Ma Shijun’ sister) ; Wu Qi; Gu Jifan



