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Further Discussion on Li Yus Philosophical Viewpoint Derived

from Wang Yangmings Theory of the Mind
HUANG Qiang
(College of Humanities of Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu 225002)

Abstract: i Yu's philosophical views are derived from Wang Yangming’s theroy of the mind, and the
discussion of this topic is based on two premise: first, the term “Li Yu's philosophical viewpoint” should
be adopted; second, Li Yu was a great admirer of Wang Yangming, and his deep understanding of the
theory of mind, as well as the literature on which these two aspects are based, is in itself direct evidence
of his willingness to accept the influence of the theory of mind. A systematic and detailed examination of
Li Yu's connection with Wang Yangming’s theory of mind in in the three books. The New Book for
Governance( preliminary Collection), The Jade Hairpin and Xian Qing Ou Ji, proves that Li Yu’'s
philosophical views originated from Wang Yangming's theory of mind. As a believer of Confucianism, Li
Yu was influenced by Taoism and Zen. However, in his works, there were no theoretical discussion in
long paragraphs or quotation of the three schools of thoughts. The same was true of Li Yu's conscious
acceptance of the quintessence of Wang Yangming s philosophical theory. This is the distinctive
characteristic of LLi Yu’s philosophical viewpoint, thoughts and theories, which has its inevitable
reasons.

Key words: Li Yu; philosophical viewpoint; take the mind as a teacher; Wang Yangming; the theory of
the mind



