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Reflection of Prof. Mou Tsung San on Aesthetic Judgment of Immanuel Kant
Chia-He Tsai

(Department of Philosophy. Tunghai University)

Abstract: This study discusses the aesthetic ideology of Prof. Mou Tsung San and focuses on his
reflection on the aesthetics of Immanuel Kant. Based on Chinese philosophy of absorption, he examined
the aesthetics of Immanuel Kant at a higher level and argued that western tradition cannot reach the
state of Chinese philosophy. Critique of Judgment by Immanuel Kant refers to aesthetic judgment and
teleological judgment. Prof. Mou Tsung San has never opposed teleological judgment. However,
regarding aesthetics, Immanuel Kant applied subjective purposive principle and argued for natural
purposive principle. That is, when men recognize the purposive principle, it will be followed by pleasure
with subjective reflective judgment called “beauty”. Prof. Mou Tsung San disagreed on such aesthetic
argument. For him, aesthetics relies on Natural Theology to connect with the world and men cannot
recognize true “beauty”. Prof. Mou Tsung San argued to replace the statements of Immanuel Kant with
“no-direction judgment” of Chinese philosophy, including Ru Xiang of Buddhism, “Sheng Ren Huai
Zhi” of Zhuangzi and Si Wu Shuo of Wang Lung, which can demonstrate aesthetics and even regulate
aesthetics of Immanuel Kant. This study will explore the argumentation of Immanuel Kant and Prof.
Mou Tsung San.

Key words: reflective judgment; aesthetics; no-direction judgment; purposive principle; natural

theology



