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Reconsideration of the Concept of Nation-State Literature from the

Perspective of the Theory of World Literature
ZHU Jian-guo

(Journal Publishing Center of Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387)

Abstract: The concept of nation-state literature and the establishment of analysis framework brought
profound changes to the study of Chinese literature in the 20th century; however, it should also be
noted that the basic concepts and internal logic of nation-state literature have some inevitable defects and
blind spots. The rise of the concept and theory of world literature is a good opportunity to reflect on the
concept of nation-state literature. It can re-address the nation-state issue in Chinese literature in the 20th
century under a new path. With the help of the relevant theories and viewpoints of world literature, it is
possible to reconstruct the historical narrative of Chinese literature in the 20th century, re-acknowledge
the classic writers and works in the history of literature, re-understand the subjectivity of modern
Chinese writers and the creativity of Chinese literature, re-establish subject consciousness of modern
Chinese literature research. At the same time, it can effectively avoid the blind spots of the concept and

analysis framework of nation-state literature, and expand the research horizon of Chinese literature in
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the 20th century.
Key words: new literature; modern literature; the Chinese literature in the 20th century; nation-state

literature; world literature
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Inquiry to Annotations of Biblical Allusions in
Liang Shiqius Chinese Translation of Shakespeares Plays

in The Series of Wen Xing from the Perspective of World Literature
ZHU An-bo', HE Shi-wei*
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Beijing Information Science and Technology University. Beijing 100192;

2. School of Foreign Languages, Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing 100070)

Abstract: The concept of world literature has been continuously receiving attention in recent years, and
this pape chooses annotations of biblical allusions in Shakespearean plays as the penetraing point, and
discusses the cross-cultural value of translated Shakespearean plays in the circulation process of world
literature works. As world literary classics, Shakespeare’s plays have been translated, adapted, and
staged unceasingly, forming a vibrant plural " world literature (s)", and characterizing being both
authoritative and classic. As unique paratextual elements in Liang Shiqiu’s Chinese translation of
Shakespeare’s plays, annotations of biblical allusions are an important linkage between the author, the
translator and the reader, which cannot be ignored in cross-cultural translation studies. The value of
annotations of biblical allusions will be analyzed and discussed with concrete examples from the
perspective of the world literature in Twenty Kinds of Shakespeare’s Famous Plays in this paper. In
order to reconstruct Shakespeare’s plays in this world literature canon, Liang Shigiu employed the cross-
cultural interpretation strategies in his Chinese version of Shakespeare’s plays through the addition of
annotations of biblical allusions.

Key words: world literature; The Series of Wen Xing; annotations of biblical allusions; Chinese

translation of Shakespeare’s plays; Liang Shigiu



