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Glimpses of the Generative Heuristic Language of Neo-Comfucianism Discourse

Take Yang Shi for Example
BAO Jia-dao

(School of Humanities, Jiangnan University, Wuxi, Jiangsu, China 214122)

Abstract: The generative heuristic language embodies the linguistic tradition of Taoism to capture the
meaning of things in the "changing" world. From the perspective of language functions, Yang Shi
inherited his predecessors’ functions of description, expression (conveying one’s ideas), guiding and
practicing (clarifying Taoism), and theoretically clarified the persistent way of Taoist language to
enlighten students vividly; as for the expression contents, it indicates that individual life is integrated
with social history, time and space, and all things in the world, thus stimulating the Tao-seeker’s life
consciousness of complete integration with the world; as for the expression features, it uses concrete
things to trigger abstract thinking, and uses the near to indicate the far (pointing to the great by
referring to the ordinary), namely, “subtle sayings”; as it is necessary to use metaphors, analogies and
examples to indicate abstract ideas, it often adopts the multi-level expounding method to achieve the
entirety from the concrete, namely, “expounding through metaphors”. This vivid enlightening language
has the semantic characteristics of inspiration and vitality, which is obviously different from the
semantic stability of conceptual language, and is also different from the process language, action
language and form display. The development of contemporary Chinese philosophy should face up to this
tradition of discourse.

Key words: Neo-Comfucianism; discourse; generative heuristic language; Yang Shi



