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The Changes of Water Environment in the Middle and
Late Qing Dynasty and Water Diversion from

the Yellow River to the Canal and to Pond for Canal Transportation
WANG Jian-ge
(Research Center of Historical Geography, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract:In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Grand Canal was used to transport from the north to the
south, The water system of the Yellow River, Huai River and the Grand Canal were converged in
Hongze Lake and formed the Qingkou water control project, which not only controlled the Yellow River
but also helped transportation. In the late period, with the silting up of the Yellow River as well as the
bottom of the lake and the river, it was difficult for Qingkou to brush the Yellow River with clear water
and connect the canal. In the last years of the reign of Qianlong, the Yellow River was diverted to
facilitate the transportation, and in the reign of Daoguang., water diversion from the Yellow River to the
pond for canal transportation was carried out. Both of the methods made it possible that the bottom of
Huaiyang canal was silted up. In addition, as the Yellow River water continuously flowed into Hongze
Lake, the northern part of the lake is raised by silt. With a large amount of Huai water flowing into
Gaozhu Lake and Baozhu Lake through Shanxu Five Dams., and then into the river or sea, the
government controlled the downstream water regime and lake storage through Gaojiayan dam. Qingkou
had to be closed in most cases, and the closed dam and the elevation of the river body were further
accompanied by the crisis of Gaojiayan. With the water diversion from the Yellow River to the canal and
to pond for canal transportation, Further silt-up took place in the canal and the lower Yellow River,
which greatly affected the Huang-Huai-Canal river system. This system, in the Ming and Qing
Dynasties, which brushed the Yellow River with clear water and connect the canal, was very fragile and
easy to collapse.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; water diversion from the Yellow River to the canal; water diversion from the

Yellow River to the pond for canal transportation



