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The Internal Logic and Realistic Enlightenment of Engels’ Development of

Marxist Ideological Theory in the Letters of His Later Years
WU Yan-dong, LI Jie

(School of Marxism, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715)

Abstract:In Engels’ letters in his late years, he revealed the connotation of “Falsity” of the concept of
ideology, clarified the secondary nature and the relative independence of ideology, revealed the
relationship between political superstructure and ideology., emphasized the importance of ideology in
social development, which provide the increasing and innovative points for Marxist ideology theory.
Engels” development of Marxist ideological theory in his late years embodies the internal logic of criticism
and reflection, controversy and construction, innovation and development. Summarizing Engels” basic
views on the development of Marxist ideological theory in his late years and exploring its internal logic
are of great enlightenment significance to enhance the critical ability of socialist ideology, to build a
socialist ideology with strong cohesion and leading force, and to promote the innovative development of
Marxist ideological theory.
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