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Would Wang Yangming Think That Thieves Also Have Conscience?
LE Ai-guo

(Department of Philosophy. Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian, 361005)

Abstract; Wang Yangming said that everyone had conscience, which is inferred that he would think that
“thieves also have conscience”. Wang Yangming was appointed as the governor of Nan, Gan, Ting and
Zhang to eliminate thieves and appease the people. He talked about opposite of the gentlemen and the
villain, and thought that those who were unkind, although as human beings, also had conscience, and
belonged to the villain group due to their lack of sincerity. Moreover, Wang Yangming said that
everyone had conscience only in terms of human nature, which cannot be directly inferred that thieves in
reality have conscience. Although he occasionally took thieves as an example to demonstrate that
everyone has conscience, he did not mean that thieves also have conscience, and he emphasized more on
the need for the extension of conscience and sincerity just to show that not everyone can give the
extension of conscience. In particular, Wang Yangming thought that villains seem to have, but actually
have no conscience.

Key words: Wang Yangming; conscience; thieves; villain



