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A New Interpretation of Wang Yangming’s

“There Is No Good or Evil in the Essence of Heart”
MA Ji

(School of Marxism, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou, Fujian 363000)
Abstract: The Four-sentence Doctrine embodies the essence of Wang Yangming’s theory of conscience.
The interpretations and arguments on the doctrine’s first sentence, “There is good or evil in the essence of
Heart”, have never stopped since it came into being. Most people in academic circles claim that this
sentence means a proposal of “supreme good”. But this explanation emphasizes the idea rather than the
practice. This paper points out that “Wang Yangming School” is not only “a school of thought”, but also
“a school of practice”, which is related to Yang-ming’s best-known theory ——*the Extension of Innate
Knowledge”. “Innate Knowledge” helps people distinguish black from white, good from evil. Based on
this, “Wang Yangming School” has both inheritance and innovation of Confucianism of the pre-Qin period.
Key words: no good, no evil; a school of practice; to distinguish black from white; to distinguish good

from evil
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