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The Usufruct Abdication and High Quality Utilization of Rural Land

in the Process of China’s Urbanization
LIU Tong-shan, WU Gang

(Collage of Economics and Management, Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210037)
Abstract: Under the background of rural-urban migration and agricultural development transformation,
rural land resources are widely concerned in terms of how to achieve high quality utilization through land
usufruct abdication and its re-allocation. This study finds that the coverage of rural land usufruct
abdication reform has gradually expanded, and the modes of implementation have become increasingly clear
with the intensive introduction of relevant laws and policies in recent years in China. A typical example of
rural contracted land and homesteads usufruct abdication in Chongzhou, Yiwu, and Qingzhou shows that if
farmers and other market participants can be motivated to participate, the contracted land and individual or
simultaneous homesteads abdication can significantly improve the land use efficiency and promote high-
level agricultural development. However, in addition to the misconception that farmers cannot lose land,
the current rural land usufruct abdication reform also faces the challenges, such as how to implement the
reform, how to achieve high quality land use, and how to stimulate the local government enthusiasm. In
order to efficiently implement the rural land usufruct abdication reform, it is necessary to strengthen
publicity and guidance, improve the design of the top-level system and holistically promote the policy of
“entry and exit linkage, exit and re-use combination”, and explore the supporting mechanism.
Key words: urbanization; rural land usufruct abdication; high quality utilization; institutional

arrangements; typical experience



