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Flood and Beast: Zhuxi’s Criticism on the Ideological Tread of Celebrities

in Song Dynasty by Taking Buddhism in the Name of Confucianism .

Centred on Zaxuebian
XU Jia-xing

(School of philosophy. Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: ZaxueBian, written by Zhuxi in 1166, marked Zhuxi’ s transformation from drowning in
Buddhism to returning to Confucianism. ZaxueBian is not generally a work of criticizing Buddhism and
Taoism, but through severely criticize Su Shi, Su Zhe, Zhang Jiucheng, and Lv Benzhong, the four
“prestigious and honorable” scholars of taking Buddhism in the name of Confucianism, who used Buddhism
and Taoism to interpret Confucianism, to achieve the goal of discerning apparently right but actually
wrong, cleaning up the wrong ideas of Confucianism, rectifying one’ s minds, admiring Mencius, and
establishing Confucianism orthodoxy. Zhu xi ‘s criticism focused on theory of Xing-ming and Gong-fu,
refuted the heresies that Xing and Dao is unspeakable, creating things with sincerity, and investigating
things in a tacit way. It fully showed the position of not fearing authority, inheriting Mencius and carrying
forward Luoxue. It reflects the strategy of reinvigorating Confucianism by holding the power of
interpretation of Confucian classics. ZaxueBian is not only relate to the change of Zhu xi’s ideas, but also
play a role in upholding Confucian classics and maintaining the purity of Confucianism. it is of great
significance to Neo-Confucianism and the relationship trend between Confucianism and Buddhism.

Key words: Zaxuebian; Taking Buddhism in the name of Confucianism; Zhu xi; Orthodoxy; Classics



