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The Writing of Local Customs and Practices of the Buddhist’s Exotica

Geographical Records in the Wei, Jin., Southern and Northern Dynasties
YANG Zhao-lei

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang, Guizhou 550001)

Abstract; In the period of Wei, Jin and Southern and Northern dynasties, with the rising tide of Buddhists
going west to seek Dharma, there were a lot of Buddhist’s exotica Geographical Records. They mainly
recorded the experiences of the eminent monks who travelled in danger and sought for dharma in the West.
There are also vivid descriptions of exotic objects, local conditions and customs. There are not only true
records of the natural dangers, but also vivid descriptions of strange foreign objects outside the country.
Different local customs and customs in different countries, including living environment, eating habits,
dress, traffic conditions, funeral customs, etc. could also be found in these records. It is of great value in
literature, history, philology, anthropology and folklore, and deserves our more attention.

Key words: the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern dynasties; the Buddhist; the exotica Geographical

Records; the local customs and practices



