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On the Ideological Implication of Li Yu Calling Himself “Li Weng” in His Middle Age:
On Li Liweng Being the First Professional Writer in Chinese Literature
HUANG Qiang

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: The first professional writer in the history of Chinese literature has his specific standards, the
core of which is to regard literature creation as a lifelong career, namely, the major means of earning a
living. The significance of Li Yu becoming the first leading professional writer in the history of Chinese
literature is that “Li Weng” appeared as an alias and pseudonym. The seclusion in the sense of
generalization, the strong sense of going into the society, and the frank self-analysis show that Li Yu has
never been a real recluse depicted as “Green conical Asian hat, and green coir raincoat”. He called himself
I.i Weng in his middle age, meaning the friendship with ordinary people as “Che Li Jiao”, or a “hermit” as
“Leisurely fishing”. The latter unreal “Li Weng” image of retiring from the world beautifies the former
real “Li Weng” image of going into the society. This name implies the master’s pride as an ordinary
friend, the self-confidence as a creative writer, and the self-mockery as a pioneer in Chinese literary
history. Through studying Li Yu from the perspective of professional writers, many problems can be
explained more reasonably.

Key words: Li Weng; Che Li Jiao; the ordinary people; a hermit; the first professional writer



