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The Formation, Character and Significance of Dai Zhen’s Neo-Confucianism

WANG Guo-ming
(Nanjing University College of Arts. Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu)
Abstract: Although Dai Zhen is famous for his textual research, what he most valued and has the most
influence on Qing Dynasty is his Neo-Confucianism. It originated from Hui Dong’s thought that “the
significance of the classics is for training”, and then developed the methodological principle of
understanding the common sense from the words, and applied this method. His ideological system, the
method of transforming into faith, must rely on the wisdom to rejuvenate the Confucian wisdom tradition.
It can be said that the Wu School urged Dai Zhen’s ideological transformation, and Dai Zhen corrected the
Wu School’ s tendency to blindly admire the Han, and after the Wu School denied the metaphysical
theories of the Song School, it also constructed a simple school of ethics, which was based on the textual
evidence. Quan Yu takes justice as his home, and learns from the following. He learns from the Tao and
uses the principle of “respecting virtue” as a path, with the purpose of using the world for practical
purposes. Dai Zhen’s exploration of ethics realized the paradigm shift from Song to Qing. Observing from
a broader academic historical perspective, this effort not only laid the foundation for the prosperity of the
Yangzhou School, but also brewed an atmosphere for the debut of the Changzhou Modern Literature
School, and provided an important endogenous ideological resource for China to move from tradition to
modern times.

Key words: Dai Zhen; Neo-Confucianism; Confucianism; Taoism; Huidong



