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Confucius’ Theory of Human Nature
LU Jian-hua
(Department of Philosophy. Anhui University, Hefei 230039)

Abstract: Confucius’ theory of human nature was either taught only to Yan Hui or not to any of his
disciples, resulting in the loss of his theory of human nature. The only thing Confucius said about human
nature is that “man’s nature is inborn resemblant, while diversifies distinctly thereafter, submissive to his
surroundings”. However, according to Analects of Confucius, Confucius believed that human nature is
essentially the inherent attribute of human beings and the universal nature of human beings, and although
the contents of human nature were objectively material desire, physiological and psychological
requirements, they were subjectively hoped to be benevolence and virtue. From Confucius’ view on the
relationship between heaven and man, the essence of human nature lay in heaven and the tao of heaven.
Confucius failed to articulate the value orientation of human nature due to his lack of explicitness and the
uncertainty in the content of human nature.

Key words: Confucius; human nature; material desire; benevolence; Heaven



