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The Thought of Patriarchal Clan System of the Ritual in Ancestral Temple

in Chu Hsi’s Family Rituals
YANG Hai-wen'?, ZHANG Xin'
(1. Department of Philosophy. Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou,510275,Guangdong Province;
2. China Mencius Research Institute,Zoucheng, Shandong Province, 273500)

Abstract:In Chu Hsi’s Family Rituals, it is obvious that the ritual in ancestral temple is based on the
thought of patriarchal clan system. It can be concluded into the following three aspects. Firstly, the rite of
ancestor worship. It is similar to Cheng Yi’s opinion that according to Chu Hsi’s Family Rituals, the
highest ancestor to whom people can offer sacrifice in ancestral temple is the High Ancestor and it should
be done on the start of spring, the winter solstice and the last month of autumn. It is similar to the
patriarchal clan of the son other than in the Book of Rites that there is an Honoured Head and smaller
Honoured Heads in a patriarchal clan in Chu Hsi’s Family Rituals. Secondly, the method of electing the
main-line heir. Based on the principle that “officer can’t rob the main-line heir of his status”, Chu Hsi’s
Family Rituals stipulates that the eldest child of the legal wife is the main-line heir. In accordance with the
rule that “feudal princes can rob the main-line heir of his status”, Cheng Yi and Chang Tsai took ability
and political position into consideration in terms of the main-line heir election. The imperial examination
system is also an important reason. Thirdly, the sacrifice right of the son of an inferior member of the
harem. Wang Maohong’s criticism shows that Chu Hsi’s Family Rituals expands the sacrifice right of the
son of an inferior member of the harem in the aspects of the number of the ancestors and the place that they
can sacrifice comparing to the Book of Rites.

Key words: Chu Hsi; Chu Hsi’s Family Rituals; ancestral temple; patriarchal clan system; Chang Tsai;
Cheng Yi;Book of Rites



