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Marx and Engels Criticism of German “Populist Literature”
MA Bin', FANG Han-wen’
(1. School of Foreign LLanguages, Yancheng Teachers University, 224001

2. Center for Comparative Literature and Comparative Study on Civilizations, Soochow University, 215123)

Abstract: The “populist literature” which flourished from the early 19th century to the mid-19th century in
Germany has been criticized by Marx and Engels. Their criticism focused on the “teutomania” before the
1830s, the “Young Germans” in the 1840s, and Ferdinand Lassalle’s plays in the late 1850s. In this
process, Marx and Engels” thoughts on “literature of the world” gradually developed into a systematic
theory. Their theory evolved from Hegel’'s “world spirit” and “world history” into Marxist thought of
“world literature”, which realized the transformation from theory to practice and the deepening from
history to reality. They pointed out the nationalistic nature of the theme of “populist literature” in
Germany, with German unification as its slogan through the detailed analysis on the relevant writers and
their works. The political idea was the restoration of Germanic feudalism, which radically conflicted in the
era of industrial revolution with the idea of “world history” which had been reformed by Marx. In the
Mani festo of the Communist Party , they asserted that industrial civilization had completely eradicated the
foundation of all national conservatism. Marx and Engels always insisted on criticizing populist literature
and self-centered concept of nationalist sentiment.
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