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Attempt to Write a Novel in Ku-wen: As an Example of

Han Yu’s Shih Ting Lien-chu Shih with Its Preface

TAN Fei
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University, Peking 100871)

Abstract;: When Mr. Tschen Yinkoh talked about the ancient writers of the Mid-Tang period. he said that
they attempted to write novels in ku-wen. Han Yu is a typical representative of these writers, which
showed a glimpse of the Ancient Prose Movement at that time. As for Shih Ting Lien-chu Shih with its
preface which is a novel written in the form of ancient prose, its style is complex, the narration vivid, and
the text obscure. By experimenting with novels, Han Yu created the ancient prose with the characteristics
of entertainment and allegory, and organically combined the independence of the text with the
transcendentalism of “Tao”, which made the ancient prose style gain legitimacy in the sense of “carrying
Tao”, and provided a unique perspective for understanding the Ancient Prose Movement at that time.

Key words: Han Yu; Ku-wen; novel; “Shih Ting Lien-chu Shih with its preface”
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