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Quantitative Analysis of the Willingness to Dispose of
Rural Idle Homesteads and Houses

LIU Tong-shan', CHEN Xiao-xuan®
(1. Center for Rural Development Policy, Nanjing Forestry University. Nanjing. Jiangsu 210037 ;
2. College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210037)

Abstract: Based on the social reality that after a large number of rural population migrating to cities and
towns, rural construction land does not decrease but increase, and homesteads and houses have been left
idle for a long time. The paper first systematically analyzes the factors which can impact rural households’
willingness to withdraw their idle homesteads and housing from economic, social and institutional aspects.,
and then on the basis of the description of the current utilization of rural households’ homesteads and
housing, the logistic model was used to conduct a quantitative analysis on the sample data of more than 400
households with idle homesteads and houses. The study found that farmers with household members who
live in cities and towns and have idle houses are more willing to withdraw from idle homesteads with
compensation; farmers who believe that rural land belongs to their own households are less willing to
withdraw from idle homesteads; the higher the non-agricultural income, the weaker the willingness to
withdraw the idle houses and homesteads. The above results indicate that with the advancement of
urbanization, more and more farmers who have migrated to cities and towns will be willing to give up rural
homesteads. However, the continuous strengthening of farmland property rights and the continuous
increase of non-agricultural income will inhibit the willingness of farmers to withdraw from idle homesteads
and houses. In order to improve the the utilization efficiency of rural homesteads, it is necessary to provide
institutional arrangements for the voluntary and paid withdrawal of rural homesteads and idle houses for
farmers who have settled in cities as soon as possible.

Key words: idle homestead; idle house; willingness to abdication; influencing factors; logistic model
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