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Exploration of the Origin of “Expressing Ambition” Criticism

GAO Wen-giang
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan University 430072)

Abstract: The origin of the “expressing ambition” criticism can be traced back to ancient times. After a
long period of development, the meaning of “zhi” and the meaning of the main text— “shi” that carries the
function of “expressing ambition” have all gone through a process of development and evolution. The
original meaning of “zhi” mainly refers to “knowledge” and “wisdom” and their records, while “shi” is the
textual form of such records. With the development of the times, “yanzhi” has gradually evolved from
“expressing knowledge” and “expressing wisdom” to “expressing ambition (feelings)”, and “shi” has also
evolved from a general recorded text to a specific verse genre. In the Spring and Autumn Period, with the
continuous improvement and solidification of the Poetry compilation and the deepening of the tradition of
cultivating by Poetry, the first program of poetics-“poetry expresses ambition” (expressing one’s feelings
in poetry)-was established, which had a profound influence on later literary criticism.

Key words: poetry; ambition; expressing ambition
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