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A Study on Hemingway's Classic Work from the Perspective

of Sartre’s Existentialism

WANG Ye-zhao, WANG Hui
(School of Foreign Language, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei, Anhui 230031)

Abstract: Hills like white elephants is one of Hemingway's important short stories. The novel is short in
length, and concise in style. It reveals the complex psychology of the characters and the deep meaning of
the text in the form of indirect dialogue. Based on the dialogues between the hero and heroine about
abortion, the novel reflects the living status and existential crisis of the “lost generation” after World War
1, which is closely related to the propositions of existentialism. In the light of Sartre’s existentialism, this
paper analyzes this novel from three aspects: 1) the absurdity of the world and the suffering of life, 2)
“hell is other people”, and 3) the anxiety and confusion of free choice, so as to reveal the spiritual
barrenness, mental anxiety, emotional distance and alienation in personal distance suffered by young
people after the trauma of the First World War. The micro perspective of literary works can reflect the
thinking of the macro world and the pursuit of their own value, which has certain enlightenment
significance for modern people to achieve self-exploration and existence value. At the same time, the paper
also criticizes the negative and self-centered concept of existentialism.

Key words: Hills like white Elephants; existentialism; absurdity; hell is other people; free choice
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Interpretation of Life & Times of Michael K from the

Perspective of Confucianism

JIN Huai-mei
(School of Foreign Studies, Anhui Xinhua University, Hefei, Anhui 230088)

Abstract: Life & Times of Michael K, the first Booker prize novel by Nobel laureate J. M. Coetzee, has
received wide attention since its publication. Most of the critics adopt various theories of western literary
criticism, post-colonial perspective in particular, in their interpretation. Quite differently, the present
paper uses three basic Confucian concepts namely, the filial piety, seclusion and the concept of harmony
between man and nature embodied in the hero Michael K’'s behaviors, to excavate their deep ethical and
practical significance. From the perspective of Confucianism, the text presents a filial piety story of
“sending mother back to her hometown”, which reflects Michael K's strong love for his mother. Michael
K’s non-participation in political struggle is by no means a passive escape, but a kind of seclusion to stick to
his inner beliefs, and resistance and criticism to the dark politics and war violence in South Africa.
Moreover, his close relationship with nature shows that he has similar Confucian thought of Heaven and
Man. Michael K's behaviors are not only a projection of Coetzee’s own emotions and ideas, but also reflect
his keen attention and deep thinking on social issues, and also express his desire and appeal for the healthy
development of human beings.

Key words: John Maxwell Coetzee; Life & Times of Michael K ; filial piety; seclusion; Unity of Heaven
and Man
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