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On the Relationship between the Early Japanese Han Poetry

and the Subject of Creation
WU Yu-ping
(School of Humanity, Soochow University, Suzhou, Jiangsu 215123)

Abstract: One of the important characteristics of the early Japanese Han poetry is to directly record the
scenes of the ruling group’s collective life, including praising their virtues, writing upon their orders,
presenting or exchanging poems as gifts, and touring and banqueting (with the monarch) etc. These
poems are rarely concerned with the authors personal daily life or their true feelings, which results from
their special identity and childishness in poetry making artistry during this period. The authors were
mainly imperial kinsmen, nobles, high officials or hired men of letters. Their identity, their surroundings
and their understandings of Han poetry, a foreign genre, determined the direction of Han poetry creation
in this period.

Key words: early Japanese Han poetry; subject matter of court life; subject of creation; cultural identity
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