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The Evil Side of Human Nature.
Another Dimension of Mencius' Thought

WANG Jun
(School of Marxism of Nan Jing Xiao Zhuang University . Nanjing, Jiangsu 211171)

Abstract: The evil side of human nature refers to the recognition and reflection on the seamy side of human
beings since they tend to be evil at their birth. It is asserted that human nature is not only evil, and that
human has the consciousness to be evil, though evil human nature is not specifically assisted. Following
Mencius's argumentation for the original goodness, the evil side of human nature can be inferred. Mencius
‘s thought about evil side of human nature involves the darkness of human nature, the defects of human
nature, and the tendency to fall into evil. Mencius's thought about the evil side of human nature is the
invisible foundation of his view on ethics and politics. His viewpoints about the evil side of human nature
provides a new perspective for understanding Confucianism’ thought and a refreshment for the Pan-
moralism and moral nihilism, and offers a new path for Chinese traditional thought to be modern.
However, Mencius's understanding of the evil of human nature is not complete, the overall view of human
nature is too optimistic, so the path from evil to good depends greatly on the moral consciousness of the
subject, resulting the lack of systemic design.

Key words: Mencius; the thoughts about the evil side of human nature; life is nature; peculiarity of being
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A New Interpretation of “Sincerity and Caution” of The Great Learning

LIANG Tao
(School of Chinese Classics. Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The Great Learning is a guiding work to understand Confucianism. The Three Cardinal
Guidelines and Eight Articles highlighted in this book should be shortened into Three Cardinal Guidelines
and Four Articles, since “investigating things”, “extending knowledge”, “making one’s intent sincere” and
“rectifying one’s mind-heart” are all concrete contents of “cultivating oneself” (xiushen) and therefore
would be fairly sufficient to be accommodated under one single category. shendu is referred to as
“sincerity” for the reason that du means “the true self”; its conventional erroneous understanding is “to
live solitarily” or “to stay alone”, with Zheng Xuan (127-200) and Zhu Xi (1130-1200) as two well-known
examples. Therefore, exploration into the original meaning of shendu can help us discover how Confucians
concern about the inner self while highlighting all along the ethnical relationship of humans. How to deal
with these two aspects properly is the very direction for future research into Confucianism.

Key words: The Great Learning; Making one’s intent sincere; Be cautious; Hypocrite; Oneself
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