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Systematic learning with sincerity and profound knowledge by
accumulation-The generation. genealogy, and connotation
of the family precepts in Jiangnan influential Clans

ZHUANG Ruo-jiang

(School of Humanities, Jiangnan University, Jiangsu Wuxi 214122)

Abstract: In the affluent regions south of the Yangtze River, many prominent families, outstanding talents
and prosperous styles of literature can be found since the ancient time. In the long historical evolution, a
large number of notable clans emerged in this area. In the process of development, these clans have
gradually formed their own distinctive family culture. “Family precepts”, an important carrier and
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discourse form, extract essence from the grand and pass on from generation to generation, which has
unique characteristics in the traditional Chinese culture. Its connotation and inheritance has become one of
the most important features of Jiangnan culture. The core concepts of these “family precepts” praise highly
the Chinese classic ideological and moral system, such as personal moral cultivation, contribution to the
country, education and inheritance of poetry and rites, filial piety and good relationship with relatives,
friends and neighbors, compliance with the family rules, pragmatic abilities and enterprising spirits,
balance between the abundant and frugal lifestyle, philanthropic responsibilities for the entire society and
so on. After generations of sorting, enrichment, induction and refinement, most of them are recorded in
the family genealogies in written form, regarded as requirements for future generations. Since the “family
precepts” are rich in the above aspects, they are not only the humanistic and cultural traditions of families,
but also an important part of profound Chinese culture. Exploration into their formation process, essence
and contemporary significance has implications for the construction of core values, the improvement of
education mechanism, the rectification of educational malpractice, and the promotion of spiritual
civilization.

Key words: Jiangnan; Family culture; Family precepts; Connotation; Form
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Civilization Heritage. Yihe Inscription Salvaged Rejoining

FANG Han-wen', DIN Chao®, LIU Xiao-ming®, LEI Fei
(1. Comparative Literature Research Center of Soochow University, Suzhou, Jiangsu, 215006;
2. Jiao Shan Museum of Inscribed Steles, Zhenjiang, Jiangsu, 321100;
3. Zhenjiang Municipal Bureau of Culture, Broadcasting, Television and Tourism, Zhenjiang, Jiangsu, 212004 ;

4. Foreign Languages College, Jiangsu University of Science and Technology, Zhenjiang, Jiangsu 212003)

Abstract: Lament for the Crane (Yihe Inscription) in the Southern Dynasties, located in the Steles Forest
in Jiaoshan Mountain, Zhenjiang, Jiangsu Province, is not only the most famous cliffside inscriptions in
Yangtze River Delta, but also one of the symbols for the origin of Rubbings of the Southern Dynasties.
The original stone tablet fell into the Yangtze River in the late Tang Dynasty, and the floating stones have
been constantly salvaged out of the water to supplement the Forest of Steles in Jiaoshan Mountain from the
Chunxi Period in Song Dynasty to 2010. In this paper, the inscriptions obtained from the salvaged stones
are pieced together to compose the original steles of Lament for the Crane. The composed version is
collated according to the literature handed down from the ancient China, i.e. Collection of Epigraphy and
The Complete Works from the Ancient Times to Sui Dynasty, attempting to offer new ideas for the
interpretation of stele inscriptions.

Key words: a composed version of Lament for the Crane; Forest of Steles in Jiaoshan Mountain;

civilization of stone inscriptions
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