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Cultural intimacy of canal boat people and the
practice of living state inheritance

LIU Chao-hui
(Department of sociology, Zhejiang University; Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310058)

Abstract: Based on the ethnographic study of canal boat people, three aspects of canal boat people’s culture
and their protection practice were presented, namely, daily life style, canal water environment culture and
heritage protection. It is found that, on the one hand, the canal boat people are excluded from the practice
subject of heritage protection, and they lack “cultural intimacy” to the Chinese Grand Canal as a heritage.
On the other hand, as the most closely related boat people and the protection of their living environment,

1

the boat people are an indispensable part of the “construction of the canal cultural belt”, which could
practice the “living culture” protection of “post heritage period” Canal Heritage. The practice of protecting
“living culture” is a historical mission and political responsibility of the construction of “Grand Canal
cultural belt”. Only by bringing the core community, including the canal boat people, into the practice
subject of Canal Heritage protection can we achieve the goal of sustainable protection of the heritage.

Key words: Canal boat people; Heritage reproduction; National symbol; Heritage intimacy; Discourse
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