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Political change and Local order
——A Study on Counter census of Jiading in the late Qing Dynasty

QI Chao-ru, XU Mao-ming
(Humanities College, Shanghai Normal University., Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: As an important part of the constitutional reform of the Qing government, the household
registration survey conducted in Xuan Tong Period not only served as the basis for the government to
collect taxes, conscription and labor, but also served as an important condition for local autonomy.
However, in the process of its implementation in various areas, the household registration survey triggered
large-scale opposition and even led to civil insurrection. One of Jiading’ s local newspapers, the Liu
newspaper detailed the agitation against the census. This trend can be attributed not only to the rumors,
but also to the interaction of multiple factors. Fundamentally speaking, the New Deal was the
comprehensive self-rescue movement launched by the Qing government after the change of Gengzi, and its
pressure came from the outside, rather than the demand of a domestic society. Instead of bringing direct
benefits to the society, the implementation of various new policies has made people be the main targets of
tax collection and donation, which increases their burden. At the same time, the implementation of the
New Deal also changes the relationship between traditional gentlemen and people. Gentry control more
over the rural economic resources, have greater advantages economically and politically, which makes the
relationship between the gentlemen and people tense. What happened in the process of investigation
against the trend inhibited the progress of the census and the accuracy of statistics. The agitation of the
rebellion caused by the trend exacerbated the governance crisis of Qing Dynasty.

Key words: The late Qing Dynasty; Jiading; Census; Liu newspaper
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