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The Comparison of Kindheartedness of Confucius and Mencius and

Buddhist Compassion and Its Realistic Significance
HUO Jin-feng
(Jinshan College of Fujian agricultural and Forestry University, Fujian Fuzhou 350002)
Abstract: Benevolence is the core of Confucius’ thoughts and was inherited and developed by Mencius,
which is the guiding principle of Confucius and Mencius’ ethical standard system. Mercy spirit is the core
of Buddhism ethic, and the fundamental spirit of Buddhism and important method of practice. There are
many similarities as well as differences between the benevolence of Confucius and Mencius and mercy spirit
of Buddhism, such as: objects of giving, argument foundation, the requirements of application and
practice, and the ultimate objective. Firstly, as for the objects of giving, kindheartedness of Confucius and
Mencius and Buddhist compassion both involve human and things. However, the former is love with
difference, while the latter is equal love without difference. Secondly, when it comes to the argument
foundation, kindheartedness of Confucius and Mencius mainly explains that benevolence is born of human
compassion from the perspective of human nature; Buddhist compassion is mainly based on the concern for
the suffering of all living beings from the perspective of wisdom. Thirdly, with regard to the requirements

“consideration”, whose

of practice, the way of kindheartedness of Confucius and Mencius emphasizes
measures are concentrated in mundane laws; In contrast, the way of Buddhist compassion emphasizes
“wisdom”, and measures of which have both mundane laws and supramundane dharmas; Both of them
have great initiative in practice. Finally, as for the ultimate objective, kindheartedness of Confucius and
Mencius and Buddhist compassion both have the same feelings of entering the society, but the former
emphasizes on entering politics with benevolence and advocates statecraft and pragmatism, while the
purpose of the latter is to leave the world, and the ultimate aim is to pursue the Buddha-way and guide
sentient beings. Benevolence thought of Confucius and Mencius and mercy spirit of Buddhism still have
practical significance in the contemporary era. Through the comparison and discussion of the two, it can
provide a good policy for national governance and social construction and continue to play their positive role
by combing out their common points in the concept of sages for reference and choosing their different
opinions to complement each other.

Key words: kindheartedness of Confucius and Mencius; Buddhist compassion; comparison; realistic

significance
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