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The Research on Master HongYi’s Strategies for
Social Criticism of Buddhism

—Focusing on Zhu zi’s Criticism

WANG Zhi-yang, LI Xiao-ling
(The centre for Shushigaku of Wu Yi University, Wuyi city, Fujian 354300)

Abstract: Neo-Confucianism represented by Zhu Zi criticized Buddhism for its self-interest, extinction of
human relations and its pursuit of the highest attainment and neglect of concrete practice. It is a
misunderstanding of Buddhism by Neo-Confucianists, but it has deeply influenced the views of later
generations on Buddhism and deepened the misunderstanding of Buddhism in secular society. Facing the
above situation, Master Hongyi mainly started with Buddhist altruistic spirit, Buddhist doctrine and
Buddhist connotation to solve the misunderstanding of secular society. There are three specific aspects as
follows: the first is that he sets about the altruistic spirit of Buddhists to solve the misunderstanding of
Buddhists’ self-interest. The second is that he sets about the stipulation of Buddhist doctrine on social
ethics and marriage to clear up the misunderstanding of extinction of human relations by Buddhism in
society. The third is that he starts with the true connotation of Buddhist law’s concept of emptiness and
non-emptiness, and combining with the characteristics of Buddhist law’s emphasis on practice and the
content of specific work to clear up the social misunderstanding of Buddhism’ s questioning that the
Buddhist pursue the highest attainment and neglect of concrete practice.
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