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The Evolution and Practice of Chinas Poverty Alleviation Policies in the
Past Forty Years of Reform and Opening-up

XIE Yu-mei
(School of Business Jiangnan University, Wuxi Jiangsu 214122)

Abstract: Poverty alleviation is a common issue exposed to the whole world. Over the past four decades of
Reform and Opening-up, under the leadership of the Communist Party of China, our country has given full
play to its strong political and institutional advantages, eliminated poverty, improved livelihood, and
blazed a path of poverty reduction management with Chinese characteristics. This article reviews China’s
poverty alleviation policies from 1978 to 2018, and finds out that the poverty alleviation policies in China
have gone through three stages: Relief Poverty Alleviation, Food and Clothing Poverty Alleviation and
Well-off Poverty Alleviation. The government-led poverty alleviation has made great achievements, and
the number of people living in poverty and the poverty rate have decreased significantly; In particular,
since the 18th CPC National Congress, General Secretary Xi Jinping’'s important exposition on poverty
alleviation has formed a unique theoretical system in the overall strategy and practice of economic and social
development, which constitutes an important part of the theories of socialism with Chinese characteristics
for a new era. From a practical point of view, this article provides a reference for the dynamic track and
assessment of poverty reduction in developing countries, contributes to the global poverty reduction with
Chinese wisdoms and Chinese plans.

Key words: poverty alleviation policy; poverty alleviation stages; Chinese experience
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