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My View of Zhan Ran s “Doctrine of Buddha-nature

in the Insentient Beings”

HUO Jin-feng
(Jinshan college Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Quanzhou, Fujian, 350002)

Abstract: It can be said that Zhan Ran’s theory of Buddha-nature is the most important contribution to
Tiantai sect. Zhan Ran’ systematical argumentation of the Doctrine of Buddha-nature in the Insentient
Beings is especially prominent. He quoted a lot of words from other writers on the basis of Buddhist
scriptures and former theories, gave full play to his own understanding, and detailed the argument of the
Doctrine of Buddha-nature in the Insentient Beings from multiple angles, which finally let the Doctrine of
Buddha-nature in the Insentient Beings be brilliant and spectacular.

Key words: Buddha-nature in the Insentient Beings; the Insentient Beings; sentient Beings, Buddha-

nature; Buddha-nature isn’t in the Insentient Beings
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