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An Introduction to the Study of Chinese Pronouns Before the 1980s

—The Beginning and Growth Period of Chinese Pronoun Research History

CAO Wei, LI Lu
(Suzhou University Center for the Study of Chinese and Chinese Application / Suzhou University,
School of Humanity, Suzhou, Jiangsu 215006, China)

Abstract: In the course of the centennial study of Chinese pronouns in the 20th century, the period from
the end of the 19th century to the end of the 1970s is called the beginning and growth period, which can be
divided into two stages divided by the year of 1950. The first half of the twentieth century is basically
defined as the first stage when Chinese pronouns began to be studied. Both the scholars and the academic
achievements formed boasted the feature of the beginning period, and there were 11 scholars who made
important contributions to the study of Chinese pronouns, such as Ma Jianzhong, Yan Fu, Hu Shi, Zhang
Shizhao, Li Jin Xi, Chen Chengze, Rong Geng, Yang Shuda, Lv Shuxiang, Wang li, Gao Mingkai., etc.
The second stage, from the early fifties to the late seventies, is basically defined as the the growth period
of Chinese pronouns study. Although this period of growth had its thriving days from the mid and late
1950s to the mid 1960s, it was extremely short and far from the real boom of the 1980s. In this period,
there were 18 scholars who made important contributions to the study of Chinese pronouns, such as Lv
Shuxiang, Wang Li, Gao Mingkai, Zhou Fagao, Zhang Yanchang, Yan Xiu, Hu Mingyang, Zhang
Chengcai, Zhou Dapu, He Rong, Huang Shengzhang., Yu Xiliang, Hong Cheng, Xiang Xi, He Wei,
Huang Dinghua, Zhu MinChe, Hu Anliang, etc.

Key words: Chinese pronouns; Academic history; Beginning and growth period; Before the 1980s;
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