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On the Confucian Cultural Implication of Female Poetry in the 20th Century

LIN Ping-qiao
(Hunan First Normal University, Changsha, Hunan 410205, China)

Abstract: Confucianism has an important influence on Chinese modern and contemporary female poets.
Influenced by Confucianism’ s sense of concern, their poetry shows a strong sense of responsibility,
mission consciousness, and political consciousness. Influenced by the Confucian concept of “three
obediences and four virtues” and “three classes and five regulars”, female poets consciously agreed with
the female duties of being a good wife and mother, serving both husband and children, and inherited the
graceful demeanor of faithfulness, kindness, tenderness and tolerance. Influenced by the Confucian
thought of “neutralization”, their creation is based on the principle of the “joyous but not indecent,
mournful but not depressing”, reflecting the characteristics of solemnness and elegance, gentleness and
honesty, lightness and peace.

Key words: Confucian spirit; Female poet; Worry awareness; Boudoir style; Neutralization paradigm
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