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The Philosophy of the Wisdom of Life in Works Recording Lives and
Philosophical Thoughts of Con fucianism in the Ming Dynasty

ZHANG Er-ping
(Center for Religious Studies of State Bureau of Religious Affairs, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: The core of Wang Yangming’s theory of conscience is the wisdom of life, and his disciples

constantly developed it into different schools and respectively demonstrated life, physiology, spirits,

vitality. On the whole, the theory shows the trend of evolution from universality and particularity of

noumenon to universality and particularity of morale. The interpenetration of nature and mind, noumenon

and morale eventually led morale to replace noumenon in Confucianism in the late Ming Dynasty, which

became a new form of ontology and a keynote of the development of Confucianism.

Key words: Conscience; Life; Spirits; Physiology; Vitality
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