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Fig.2 Chant poems of fan, eight inch fans. Fang-han Chi-
nese books
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Fig.5 Hong Jun fan poems. seven words, eight inch fans
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Fan Art in China: A Confucian Aesthetic View on the

Civilized History of Heritage

FANG Han-wen
(School of Arts, Suzhou University, Suzhou 215123, China)

Abstract;: Following the Clay Civilization, the writing object of “Zhu fan civilization” is China feudal
civilization from the Han and Tang Dynasties to the Ming and Qing Dynasties. This “history of heritage
civilization” takes the art of Confucianism as a clue, originating from Dao and making recreation in art.
Ban Jieyu in Han Dynasty composed To An Autumn Fan with a fan as the source material, inheriting the
tradition of allegory from the Book of Song. Cao Zhi created the “eulogimage” out of the fan in poetry with
his Ode to Fan. Zhu fan in Wei and Jin Dynasties is a summit for Chinese art and the awakening of
personality of ancient China. Fan art in Ming and Qing dynasties takes “guan” of poetry and painting as an
aesthetic concept, gathering poem, prose, painting and calligraphy on merely a fan. In late Qing and early
Republican China, poems of “Zhuang-yuan” fan were themed on “group”. Anyway, the fan art follows
what Confucius says, “poetry can be a resentment”. It embodies Confucius’s artistic thought of “pursuing
Dao, depending on virtue, relying on humanity and playing with art”. Art performs teaching with
pleasure, and serves the Confucian thought system of morality and humanity.

Key words: Fan Art of China; Inspire-reflect-ommunicate-complain; Confucian Aesthetic View
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