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Path Dependence And Optimization in the Protection of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Chinese Traditional Art

——An Empirical Analysis Based on Huishan Clay Figurine
WU Yuan-yuan, LI Zhuo-yi, TAO Fu-wen

(School of business,Jiangnan University; Wuxi Municipal Bureau of Culture; School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, China)

Abstract: This paper chooses the Huishan clay figurine as an example to analyze the inheritance problems
and market dilemma in the protection of the intangible cultural heritage of "traditional fine arts", and
explore the path dependence and possible path breakthrough of this dilemma. The research shows that the
path dependence of Huishan clay figurine in the inheritance and development are mainly reflected in the
following 5 aspects: human resources, market and product positioning, design innovation, policy system
and propagation & marketing. To achieve a breakthrough in the existing path dependence, professionals in
the field of clay industry need to innovate and inherit ideas, optimize the talent team, make accurate
market & product positioning, build brand culture, optimize the use of government protection funds to
create historical and cultural space with holistic protection as optimize propagation & marketing. The
above five aspects interplay with each other. The only effective way for relatively developed eastern and
southern provinces with mature commodity economy to protect its intangible cultural heritage is to break
the shackles of traditional thoughts through modern market thinking.

Key words: Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection; Traditional Art; Path-dependent; Path Optimization;
Huishan Clay Figurine
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