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The syntactic., semantic and pragmatic features of first

person pronouns of the Pre-Qin Period from Zuo Zhuan

CAO Wei, LI Lu
(College of Liberal Arts, Suzhou University, Suzhou 215006. China)

Abstract: According to syntactic, semantic and pragmatic features of first person pronouns in Zuo Zhuan,

we know that the first pronoun "Wo’ was mainly used as subject, object and attribute, "Wu’ mainly as

subject and attribute and "Yu mainly as subject. It is worth noting that during this period there have been

the situation that “Wu’ located directly behind the verb, used as object. At the same time, in pre-Qin

period, the first person pronoun was mainly used to express singular semantic, but 'Wo was an exception,

"Wo expressed plural semantic slightly more than singular, the plural form of adding word (eg, "Wuqi)

also appeared in this period. From the pragmatic point of view, "Wo generally emphasizes oneself from the

sense of others, having the function of emphasizing and strengthening the tone. "Wu’ mostly expresses

oneself from self sense, and it has the meaning of being polite and modest.

Key words: Zuo Zhuan; Chinese in Pre-Qin Period; Personal Pronouns; Syntax; Semantics; Pragmatic
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