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Fig. 1 Unearthed humanoid figure from the site of Pingcheng
Beijing Ren Sheng door
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Fig.2 Site of inscribed wooden slip in front of Shan Xing

country government
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ple in Shiga County
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Discussion on Taoism's Spread and Influence In Japan
—Clues to the Japanese Taoist relics

LIANG Gui-shu, YANG Qiao-jun
(School of Foreign Language, Tianjin University of Science and Technology, Tianjin300222, China)

Abstract: Taoism not only plays a very important role in the history of Chinese culture, but also has a
profound impact on neighboring Japan. However. Japanese scholars have denied the spread of Taoism for
the reason that “there is no Taoist architecture in Japan”, and argued that Taoism did not have an impact
on Japan. With the study of Taoism in Japan and the deepening of the study of historical and cultural
materials, taking the relics of Taoism in Japan as a clue, we can see the spread and influence of Taoism in
Japan from these aspects such as the thought of eternal life, divination spells, deity belief, stars of faith
and so on, so can we in current Japan society. The related relics unearthed “humanoid” “wooden plate”
and the “Guan Yu Temple” “Ma Zu Temple” around in Japan, is to provide strong evidence for the spread
and influence of Taoism in Japan. The Taoism’s relics not only depict the general process of Taoism’s
spread in Japan, but also reflect the influence of Taoism on Japanese culture.

Key words: Taoism; Japan; Spread; Relics; Historical Relics
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