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Folk Religion and Regional Society: An Investigation Centered on Dongchang
Prefecture During the Ming and Qing Dynasties

HU Meng-fei

(Research Institute of Canal, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059, China)

Abstract: Folk religion and superstructure is closely related to people’s lives, which makes it an important
research perspective of observing ancient Chinese society. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, there were
many types of folk religion within Dongchang Prefecture, which were widely distributed. According to
function and attribute, they are mainly divided into five categories: universal worship of gods, religion of
disaster, religion of water gods, religion of profession gods as well as religion of local gods, sages and
famous officials. Access to flowing canal and special local geographical environment, history and culture
make the folk religion show a significant regional characteristic, main performances of which include the
prevalence of water gods, the participation of businessmen or business groups and numerous local gods.
Folk religion has a profound impact on governance of regional society and people’s daily life, and become an
important manifestation of social changes in the canal regions.

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; Dongchang Prefecture; Folk Religion; Regional Society
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“Ash Heap”: The Change of the Collapsed Land and the
Local Society in Ming and Qing Dynasties

FENG Xian-liang
(Department of History, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The change and utilization of water resources in Taihu area in Ming and Qing dynasties caused
extensive concern of the officials and the public. The various types of collapse caused by environmental
changes and human activities affected the basic interests of the local government. In the use of water
resources, the rulers of the dynasty proposed a great number of measures and strategies to deal with the
system. The interests of all parties had reached a balance between the states temporarily, however, due to
the persistent effects of the environment and society, the balance was often broken. The competition of
interests and tension among the people in the south of the Yangtze River, local despots and state officials
had been clearly presented. In particular, the problem of water and soil subsidence became serious which
was regarded as “ash heap” by the local government officials, and it also affected the regional water
conservancy. In Ming and Qing dynasties, it was normal that people competed with water for the fields
and government competed with the public for profit, and it was also the due performance under the
environmental changes and survival pressure, which is of universal significance.

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; County Administration; Ash Heap; Collapse of Rivers and Lakes;
Local Society
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