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The Historical Evolution of the Flow Direction of
Jianghuai Section of the Grand Canal
——Discussion on the influence of the Policy of Borrowing Water of Huanghe
River to Rescue the Grand Canal During Qing Dynasty

PENG An-yu
(The Ministry of School Magazine, Party School of the CPC Jiangsu Provincial Party Committee, Nanjing 210009, China)

Abstract: The section from Yangtze River to Huaihe River of the grand canal was originally excavated in
the Spring and Autumn period, when it was called Hangou. Before the Tang and Song dynasties, the flow
direction of the section from Yangtze River to Huaihe River of the grand canal is from south to north.
However, through hundreds of years of evolution, it changed to the opposite flow direction during the
Ming and Qing dynasties, which is the inevitable consequence of the policy of ‘Borrowing water of Huanghe
river to rescue the grand canal’; in the meantime, it reflects the major changes of the grand canal’s
topography.

Key words: Grand Canal; Jianghuai Canal; Flow Direction
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