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Xunzi’s Theory" Evil Nature |
——A Comparative Study of Contemporary Hong Kong and Taiwan

LIU Min-jiao
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200060, China)

Abstract: In the history of Confucianism, the theory of “evil nature” is usually regarded as an important
mark of the studies of Xunzi’s theory. Compared with Mencius’s theory of “good nature”, the theory of

“evil nature” has always been criticized by many scholars. In the criticism of the “evil nature” at present,

the core of the problem is focused on the seemingly intractable paradox of “evil” and “good” Since
Xunzi thinks that human nature is evil, how can we explain the moral basis and possibility. Taking this
issue as the main clue, this paper summarizes some representative research achievements of contemporary
Hong Kong, Taiwan and mainland China. The study of Xun has gained abundant research results on the
basis of answering the question of foundation of “good” by detailed analysis of “nature” to illustrate the
real meaning of “evil nature”, understanding the problem of “good” from “pseudo” and “heart”, and the
way to construct moral righteousness from the moral autonomy and the objective righteousness. Through
this summary comparison, I want to put forward reference for further research with the hope of

development.

Key words: Xunzi; Human Nature Theory; Evil Nature; Morality; Good
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