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Differentiation and Analysis of “Yiban Wenxue” and “Zongti Wenxue”

WANG Xiang-yuan
(School of Literature, Beijing Normal University. Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The phenomenon in Chinese comparative literature that the translated version of “Zongti
Wenxue” has been growing in popularity while “Yiban Wenxue” has been declining in use over the past
three decades is worth further research. Both being the translation of “Littérature Générale” in French or
“General Literature” in English, they have considerable overlaps in meaning. Despite their similarities, in
fact, these two translated versions have formed two different concepts in Chinese context, which makes it
important to distinguish them. “Zongti Wenxue” refers to the horizontal generalization in space with
emphasis on quantity and scope; while “Yiban Wenxue” refers to the abstraction in form with more
emphasis on the depth and degree of abstraction of theoretical generalization. If “Shijie Wenxue” is the
term of highest generalization in the substantial category., “Zongti Wenxue” would be the one in the
abstract category. “Zongti Wenxue” is an ideal concept, a target that can be infinitely close to.

Key words: Zongti Wenxue; Yiban Wenxue; Shijie Wenxue; Comparative Literature
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